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June 23, 2021

RE: Veto of Ordinance O-21-06

The City Clerk presented me with the official copy of Ordinance O-21-06 at 12:00pm on Monday June 21,
2021. Pursuant to Section 2.08(b) of the Charter of the City of Statham, I am utilizing the Mayor’s authority
and vetoing Ordinance O-21-06 for the following reasons:

1. The current Land Use Management Code sufficiently addresses the keeping of livestock, and I believe
the current rules balance the interests of property owners wishing to own and keep livestock against
those of their neighbors. The current livestock limitations should be enforced for all residents equally.

2. The proposed Ordinance was pushed through without proper research, and only considered a few
Residents who were cited for violations of the existing LUMC rules. Passing an Ordinance to appease
a small number of residents that a large number of Residents have to live with is not the proper way to
deal with an issue. If the Council wants to allow livestock in residential areas, it can and should be
done through a Conditional Use Application, explaining the need, on a case-by-case basis, i.e., family
with special health requirements. This will also allow neighbors with objections to have a voice in the
process.

3. This Ordinance allows the keeping of livestock on lots that are too small in Residential
Neighborhoods. Livestock are not appropriate in residential areas of such density. Additionally, by
their very nature, animals are not quiet and give off noxious odors. Allowing livestock in such densely
populated areas will lead to an increase of noise and nuisance complaints.

4. Coyotes and foxes have been seen and reported killing Citizen's domestic pets almost weekly. These
animals are attracted to the residential areas by chickens. If the presence of livestock in residential
areas increases, occurrences like these will happen more frequently.

5. The safety and well-being of our Neighborhoods and the Residents of this City is my priority, and 1
believe this Ordinance is not in the best interests of the Neighborhoods or Residents of the City.

In accordance with Section 2.08(b), this Ordinance will be reconsidered at the next voting session of the
City Council, which is currently scheduled for 7:00pm on July 20, 2021.
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CITY OF STATHAM
STATE OF GEORGIA

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT CODE OF THE CITY
OF STATHAM, GEORGIA, ADOPTED JUNE 30, 2020, ARTICLE 3, “SPECIFIC USE
REGULATIONS,” TO AMEND SECTION 3-014, “BACKYARD CHICKENS IN
RESIDENTIAL ZONING DISTRICT” TO REDUCE THE MINIMUM LOT SIZE
REQUIRED AND CHANGE THE MAXIMUM NUMBER OF CHICKENS PERMITTED;
TO AMEND ARTICLE 2, DIVISION III “USE DEFINITIONS” TO PROVIDE FOR
ADDITIONAL DEFINED TERMS; TO ADD A NEW SECTION 3-3-048 “LIVESTOCK
AND ANIMAL QUARTERS”; TO AMEND AND RENUMBER EXISTING SECTIONS 3-
048 THROUGH 3-076; TO AMEND TABL REPEAI, CONFLICTING

TO PRIO\\DE FOR AN

()
ORDINANCES; TO PROVIDE FOR SEVE ’% 5
EFFECTIVE DATE; AND FOR OTHER PUBPOSES.
WHEREAS, The Statham Unified Developmehg Cge provides for limitatfogs and rules
regarding the keeping and housing of livestock inghe City of Staﬁam; and

WHEREAS, The Statham Unified Dgvel§p hCode does n%‘ntly allow for the keeping
of chickens or livestock within ce restilentigl zoning diistijcts; afid

WHEREAS, The City @f Staffiam desire$yfo amend the ?xt oMhe Unified Development Code to
allow for the keeping of\livésgocksand chickens%o the rules and restrictions set forth

herein; and

of publlg hearing was published in a newspaper of general circulation within
ird by the zoning procedures law and the Statham unified
ments; and

WHEREAS, Nott

WHEREAS, The City Council conducted a public hearing on this matter;

Now, therefore, IT IS ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Statham that the Statham
Unified Development Code, adopted June 30, 2020, is hereby amended in the following respects:

Section 1.

Article 3, “Specific Use Regulations,” Section 3-014, “Backyard Chickens in residential zoning
district,” paragraphs (a) and (c) is amended to read as follows:

“Sec. 3-014. Backyard Chickens in residential zoning district.

(a) Minimum Lot Size. The minimum lot size for backyard chickens shall be one quarter
acre (10890 sq. ft.).



























